
 

 

 

Office of the State Attorney 

Fourth Judicial Circuit of Florida 

www.sao4th.com  

311 West Monroe Street 

Jacksonville, FL  32202-4242 

TEL: (904) 255-2500 

 MELISSA W. NELSON 

STATE ATTORNEY 

   
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: David Chapman 

Phone: (904) 255-3004 

Cell: (904) 524-6626 

ChapmanD@coj.net 
 

July 10, 2025 
 

PICKENS FOUND GUILTY OF AGGRAVATED ASSAULT IN HOTEL ALTERCATION 

State Attorney Melissa Nelson announces that a Clay County jury found William Pickens guilty of 

Aggravated Assault. With the verdict, Pickens faces up to five years in Florida State Prison. The 

Honorable Steven Whittington will sentence Pickens at a later date.  

On July 22, 2024, the Clay County Sheriff’s Office responded to a Blanding Boulevard hotel about a 

man who pointed a firearm at the victim. Officers found Pickens in the parking lot with employees. 

The victim told officers that she threw away a box and, while talking to other residents next to the 

dumpster, Pickens walked up and pointed a gun at her and continued to do so until she got into her 

car and drove away. She drove to the front of the business and waited for the police. Officers recovered 

a firearm, knife, and baton on Pickens. A witness also saw Pickens point his gun at the victim.  

The case was investigated by the Clay County Sheriff’s Office and prosecuted by Assistant State 

Attorneys David Gilbert and Jamie Cona. 
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