State Attorney’s Office for Florida’s
Fourth Judicial Circuit

Misdemeanor Cases

OFFICER HAS A PROBABLE CAUSE Does not arrest

ARREST WARRANT
REQUESTED
Officer submits warrant
request for ASA review,
& Court authorization
on ASA approval.

Warrant approved

ARREST

BUMP DOWN FROM

Information ISSUES CITATION/NTA CIRCUIT COURT (TCC)

filed with

AT-LARGE/

SAO REFERRAL
State receives a citizen
complaint or reviews
areferral from a
business or agency

REFERRAL DENIED
ASA denies request.
Dispo statement or
Denial form completed.

Capias

Information
filed with
Summons

Out of custody defendants
appear before judge to enter plea.

Bonds out before court Does not bond out

TRAFFIC COURT J-1 FIRST APPEARANCE

Defendants appear before

PLEA OF NOT GUILTY

DIVERSION
ASA refers to
Misdemeanor

Pre-Trial
Intervention (MPTI)
or KEYS2Drive

Case is new/original Case is filed referral or TCC

judge to set bond & enter plea.

TREATMENT
COURTS
ASA makes
referral to Mental
Health Court or

Veterans Court

FILING DECISION
1. ASA requests & reviews evidence
2. ASA/Advocate reach out to victims & witnesses
3. ASA reviews rejects from treatment courts & diversion programs

FILED AS MISDEMEANOR

1. Unless proceeding on citation, ASA completes filing decision
form & reviews Information prepared by staff

2. Supervisor reviews & signs Information
3. ASA completes case summary for DUI if DUI case

ARRAIGNMENT
1. Defendant presented with charges & enters plea

WARRANT DENIED
ASA denies law
enforcement’s request
for arrest warrant.
Dispo statement or
Denial form completed.

CASE DROPPED-
NOT FILED
ASA drops charges due
to lack of evidence or
other factors (“DN”).
Dispo statement

completed for
certain cases.

CASE DISMISSED
AFTER FILING
ASA drops charges
due to newly discovered
facts, changes in
witness testimony,
pleas to other cases,
or any other factors.
“Nolle Prosequi.”
Dispo statement done

for certain cases.

Alternately, judge

dismisses case by
granting defense motion.

2. Offer is presented to defendant
3. Discovery presented if prepared

Unsuccessful Completion

PLEA OF GUILTY OR NO CONTEST PLEA OF NOT GUILTY

PRETRIAL
HEARINGS
Updates on discovery
& plea negotiations

DISCOVERY
State provides discovery
exhibits & materials.
Depositions taken

BUMP-UP
ASA increases severity
of charge to a felony.
Circuit Court issues
capias. State enters nolle
prosequi on MM once
capias served. MOTION HEARINGS
Court hears evidentiary &
non-evidentiary motions

Plea negotiation can occur at any point after case filing & before sentencing

NEGOTIATED PLEA

ASA & Defendant agree
to charges & sentence

PLEA TO COURT TRIAL

Defendant pleads Defendant is tried
directly to Court by a jury or judge

ACQUITTAL
Defendant found not
guilty by judge or jury.

Successful Completion

GUILTY VERDICT
Defendant found guilty
of some charge

[l = CASE INITIATION

SENTENCING HEARING

Il = STEPS TOWARD CONVICTION
ASA present argues for specific sentence &

[l = ALTERNATES TO PROSECUTION presents relevant evidence/testimony

M = EXIT FROM SYSTEM
SENTENCING
Defendant is sentenced by Court to:
1. County jail - up to 12 months of incarceration
2. Probation - in most cases, from 6 to 12 months of supervision
3. Community service, fines, court fees, &/or restitution

=SENTENCING

SAO4TH.COM

Adapted from a chart created by Besiki Kutateladze & Rebecca Richardson from Florida International University.



