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PACE Mission  

 
PACE provides girls and young women 

an opportunity for a better future through 
education, counseling, training, and 

advocacy. 
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Introduction to PACE Center for Girls, Inc.   

• 20 Centers 
• 6th-12th Grade 
• Combination of Social Services and 

Academics 
• Serve over 3,000 girls annually  
• Served over 40,000 girls since 1985 
• 90% girls improved academics, continued to 

higher education or a job, and had no further 
DJJ involvement within a year  
 



PACE Center for Girls 
Jacksonville 

Current Trends: 
• 142 girls served in Fiscal Year 2017 
• Average age of girl enrolled is 16 
• 65% were failing one or more classes prior 

to attending PACE 
• 24% had a prior juvenile arrest 

 
 

 



PACE Center for Girls 
Jacksonville 

Outcomes and Impact  
• 95% had no involvement with criminal 

justice system within one year after 
completing PACE 

• 89% improved academically at PACE 
• 92% of girl went on to higher education or 

employment after PACE 



PACE Foundational Pillars 

Trauma-informed 
 

 

Gender-responsive 
 

 
 

Strength-based 
 
 

 
 



Gender-Responsive 
PACE creates environments that respond to the 
needs of girls so that they feel safe to develop 

meaningful and trusting relationships.   
 
This environment supports the development of 
girls’ view of women as capable, strong, and 

self-directed, with a strength-based approach, 
acknowledging the way girls learn and 

experience the world.  
 



Trauma-Informed 
By acknowledging their trauma driving our girls’ 
behaviors we seek to heal and empower them 

to live healthy and centered lives through 
positive coping skills and positive relationships.  

 
We do this by mindfully working to assure that 

our thoughts, words, and actions are congruent 
with a healing and empowering paradigm.  

 



Strength-Based 
Focusing on and believing in a girl’s strengths 
and positive attributes to help her achieve her 

goals leads to seeing and seeking each other’s 
strengths to partner in facilitating 

transformation.  
 
We manifest this by refraining from any form of 
redirection that is punitive or shame-inducing 
and seeking first and foremost to highlight the 

abundant strengths within girls, staff, and 
communities. 

 



Common Assessment  

• Florida Statute 1003.52(3)(b) 
• Common Student Assessment for all DJJ 

students 
• Measure learning gains & student 

progression 
• Reading 40 / Math 52 questions  
• No. correct vs. no. questions 
• https://floridajjca.com/Account/Login 

 

https://floridajjca.com/Account/Login


Common Assessment Report  



Common Assessment Summary Report 



Skills Students Need  
• Reading, typing, writing, effective 

communication, resourcefulness, personal 
accountability, and critical thinking 

 
• Re-skilling, mentoring, experiences, 

personalized instruction, credentials, etc. 
 

• Problem solving, creativity, analytic thinking, 
collaboration, ethics, action, and 
accountability 



Student Assessments  

• FL Statute 1003.51(2) 
• Entry and Exit 
• 10 school days for non-detention centers 
• 5 school days for detention centers  
• Academic and Career goals and options 



Renaissance Learning- STAR 
• K-12 standards based assessments  
• Reading, math and custom options 
• Guides teacher for differentiated instruction 
• Tracks student academic growth 
• Aligns to FSA (predictive achievement) 
• Multiple opportunities for progress 

monitoring  
• Math includes algebra and geometry test 
• https://www.renaissance.com/ 

 
 

https://www.renaissance.com/
https://www.renaissance.com/


STAR Sample Report   



STAR Across Grades 



STAR Example  



STAR Report  



STAR Report Cont. 



PACE STAR Stats & Usage  

• 99% of all girls entering PACE took the 
assessment in FY’17 

• Results of assessment are included in 
PMP 

• Teacher and girl engaged in PMP 
• Based on girls that completed an exit 

assessment, 74% improved their STAR 
scores 
 
 
 



iReady  
• Cloud-based instruction (on-line) 
• K-12 adaptive diagnostic and progress 

monitoring tools 
• Common Core State Standards (Florida Standards 

alignment)   
• Math and ELA (Foundational, Vocabulary, and 

Comprehension) 
• Reports include: Instructional Grouping Profile and 

Needs Analysis by Grade 
• Opportunities for Blended Learning through 

iReady Toolbox 
• https://www.curriculumassociates.com/default.aspx 

 

https://www.curriculumassociates.com/default.aspx


iReady Report: Class Profile 



iReady Report: Performance by Student  



Sample iReady Report  

 
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/produ
cts/iready/iready-builtforcommoncore.aspx 
 

https://www.curriculumassociates.com/products/iready/iready-builtforcommoncore.aspx
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/products/iready/iready-builtforcommoncore.aspx
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/products/iready/iready-builtforcommoncore.aspx
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/products/iready/iready-builtforcommoncore.aspx
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/products/iready/iready-builtforcommoncore.aspx


Achieve 3000  
• Cloud-based instruction (on-line)  
• Differentiated instruction for literature and 

informational reading and writing  
• Diagnostic and quarterly Level Set based on Lexile   
• Provides progress monitoring for comprehension and 

vocabulary  
• Informational passages connected to science and social 

studies topics 
• Provides Thought Questions for additional text dependent 

writing practice 
• Research-based; aligned to Common Core  
• +100 points = one year growth 
• https://www.achieve3000.com/ 

 
 

https://www.achieve3000.com/


Achieve 3000 Methodology  



Achieve 3000 Model Options 



Achieve 3000 Summary of Reports  



Report: How are my students performing on 
standards? 



Report: How has Lexile performance changed 
over time?  



Florida Center for Reading Research 

• THE CENTER’S FOUR PART MISSION: 
• To conduct basic research on reading, reading growth, 

reading assessment, and reading instruction that will 
contribute to the scientific knowledge of reading and benefit 
students in Florida and throughout the nation. 

• To disseminate information about research-based 
practices related to literacy instruction and assessment for 
children in pre-K through 12th grade. 

• To conduct applied research that will have an immediate 
impact on policy and practices related to literacy instruction in 
Florida. 

• To provide technical assistance to Florida’s schools and 
to the State Department of Education for the improvement of 
literacy outcomes in students from pre-K through 12th grade. 
 



PACE Success Story  
Morgan came to PACE as a teen mother struggling  
with her academics and anger management.  
At the Center, she found a second home and  
“aunties” for herself and her daughter. She excelled  
as a PACE Buddy and ambassador. 
 
Morgan participated in the Johnson & Johnson Vision  
Care mentoring program where, through monthly  
interactions, she excelled. Her hard work led to a  
Paid summer internship after graduation in June 2017.  
Morgan said, “The teachers, counselors and other staff  
are warm and welcoming. They have helped me get  
back on track academically.”  
 
Morgan was offered a full-time job at Johnson & Johnson  
while she continues her education. 
 

 



Resources  

• Florida Center for Reading Research - 
http://www.fcrr.org/ 

• Learning Disabilities Association of 
America - https://ldaamerica.org/ 

• National Institute of Health - 
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/health/topics/lea
rning/conditioninfo/diagnosed 
 

http://www.fcrr.org/
https://ldaamerica.org/
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/health/topics/learning/conditioninfo/diagnosed
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/health/topics/learning/conditioninfo/diagnosed


Resources cont.  
• Understood for Learning & Attention 

Issues - https://www.understood.org/en 
• Global Digital Citizens - 

https://globaldigitalcitizen.org/21st-century-
skills-every-student-needs 

• FL Department of Education - 
http://www.fldoe.org/ 

• FL Department of Juvenile Justice - 
http://www.djj.state.fl.us/ 
 
 
 
 

https://www.understood.org/en
https://globaldigitalcitizen.org/21st-century-skills-every-student-needs
https://globaldigitalcitizen.org/21st-century-skills-every-student-needs
http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.djj.state.fl.us/


THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME! 
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