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Discussion Topics 

• Juvenile Arrest Trends 

• National 

• Florida 

• 4th Judicial Circuit 

 

• What Actually Drives Delinquent Behavior? 

 

• A Comprehensive Strategy for Juvenile Services 

 

• Understanding the “Risk Principle” 

 



Delinquency Arrests: 

National Trends 
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National Juvenile Arrest Trends 
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Source: Sarah Hockenberry, and Charles Puzzanchera (2015). Juvenile Court Statistics. National Center for Juvenile Justice (NCJJ). 



National Juvenile Arrest Trends by Type 
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Source: Sarah Hockenberry, and Charles Puzzanchera (2015). Juvenile Court Statistics. National Center for Juvenile Justice (NCJJ). 



Delinquency Arrests: 

Florida Trends 
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Total Delinquency Arrests (All Florida) 
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Felony Delinquency Arrests (All Florida) 
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Misdemeanor Delinquency Arrests (All Florida) 
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“Other” Delinquency Arrests (All Florida) 
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Delinquency Arrests: 

4th Judicial Circuit Trends 
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Total Delinquency Arrests (4th Circuit) 
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Felony Delinquency Arrests (4th Circuit) 
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Misdemeanor Delinquency Arrests (4th Circuit) 
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“Other” Delinquency Arrests (4th Circuit) 
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What Drives Delinquent 

Behavior? 
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Common Risk Factors Predict 

Delinquency (The Big Eight) 

1. Antisocial Attitudes  

2. Antisocial Peers 

3. Antisocial Personality Patterns 
(impulsivity, low self-control, risk taking) 

4. History of Antisocial Behavior 

5. Problems at School/Work 

6. Problematic Family Circumstances 

7. Problematic Leisure Activities/use of free 
time 

8. Substance Abuse 

 



The Comprehensive 

Strategy 
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Matching Services… 



Why a Comprehensive Strategy? 

 Unbalanced emphasis on “deep end” graduated 
sanctions v. prevention and early intervention 

 

 Overreliance on detention and residential placement 

 

 Poor targeting of SVC youth 

 

 Poor matching of youth to appropriate services and 
levels of supervision 

 

 Use of ineffective programs 

 

 Poor program planning  



A Graduated Sanctions Model 

Diversion 

Teen Court 

Probation 

Intensive PS 

Day 
Treatment 

Residential Placement 

C/R Day 
Treatment 

Probation 

Intensive PS 

Redirection 

Redirection 



•Understanding the Risk 

Principle and Matching 

Youth to Appropriate 

Interventions 
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Evidence Based Programs: 

Our Mantra 

 The right service 

 

 For the right kid 

 

 At the right time 

 

 In the correct dosage 
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Importance of Matching 

Youth to the Appropriate 

Level of Supervision 
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Targeting High-Risk Offenders 

Risk Level and Treatment Recidivism 

Outcomes 

Level of Treatment 

Study Risk Level Minimal Intensive 

O’Donnell et al. (1971) 
Low 

High 

.16 

.78 

.22 

.56 

Baird et al. (1979) 
Low 

High 

.03 

.37 

.10 

.18 

Andrews & Kiessling 

(1980) 

Low 

High 

.12 

.58 

.17 

.31 

Bonta et al. (2000) 
Low 

High 

.15 

.51 

.32 

.32 

Source: Andrews, D.A. & Bonta, J. (2003). The Psychology of Criminal Conduct. 3rd Edition. Cincinnati, Ohio, Anderson Publishing Company. 



Source: Michael T. Baglivio (2013). The Risk Principle. Florida Department of Juvenile Justice, Office of Research and Data Integrity 



Source: Michael T. Baglivio (2013). The Risk Principle. Florida Department of Juvenile Justice, Office of Research and Data Integrity 



Closing Thoughts 

 Effectiveness of Diversion & Alternatives 

to Arrest 

 

 Importance of Risk/Needs Assessment 

 

 Combinations of Services 

 

 Community Service Mapping 
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