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CULBERTSON GUILTY OF SEXUAL BATTERY, OTHER CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN 

 

 

State Attorney Melissa Nelson announces that a Duval County jury found Edward Culbertson guilty 

of two counts of Capital Sexual Battery, one count of Attempted Capital Sexual Battery, one count of 

Lewd/Lascivious Molestation, one count of Lewd/Lascivious Conduct, one count of Lewd/Lascivious 

Exhibition, and one count of Showing Obscene Material to a Minor. With the verdict, Culbertson faces 

a mandatory sentence of life in Florida State Prison. The Honorable Kevin Blazs will formally sentence 

Culbertson at a future hearing.  

Beginning around 2014, Culbertson began to build relationships with his neighbors and their children. 

Activities included hanging out, going to the beach, visiting parks together with the adults present. 

But, as Culbertson began to develop trust with the parents, he would ask to take the children to parks 

or have them over at his home alone. While he was alone with the children, he inappropriately 

touched them or made them perform sex acts; he also played pornographic videos in the front of them. 

In an attempt to hide his criminal conduct, Culbertson threatened the children with consequences if 

they told anyone about the abuse. The investigation into Culbertson’s criminal activity began when 

one of the children confided in a family member about what was happening. 

The case was investigated by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office and was prosecuted by Assistant State 

Attorneys Elizabeth McEwan and Kelli Shobe. 
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